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S5 Lecture?2
19.9.2026 EHA/N | Sat

HEGRNZER | SSREEERHE St g

Reconstructing the Geography of Ancient Chinese History: Professor Jao Tsung-i’s
Archaeological Research and Regional Perspective

5% Speaker : Mk EZFZ Professor LAM Weng Cheong

T SRR N 2 S R S R %
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology and
Department of History, CUHK

B¥f Time : EA410:30 & 14 12:00 (_ 4 10:00 HUFFZEEL)
10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (Tea reception starts at 10:00 a.m.)
HEE Venue : T TR AR R [ A 4 SRR
LT4, 2/F, Yasumoto International Academic Park, CUHK
ZE= Language : e
S

ﬁ%mﬁﬁ%&&/m%ﬁfﬁ PR SO RISORE RS MRRIIE S 5  AOR IR - 0
ﬁ%i" B~ RPN R S o 0SSR AR R 4 o S TR
@%EE’E’J?? (UACSEEE Ry E T 4= S

A EEE L > HAEE > T YIRS o BT R S B S ARG
5 HE W MBI A RS AR - AR P TR AR E R Y B2 A AT T A A léﬁia
AUETAARE > 6 H A T _E v SE BT SE s s B R B -

AR PR R RIS - DURMAN 2 ~ SRPTREE L T
JFHVETT ) 3 B 2 FIRRH (G o ERAVBTET - B LI R
Sz SN R - T E R i O B B P B SRR R EE D - (B (E A R
BB AR SRy - A Uit 7 PR SR 7 - 2 h B by sk Ze el s R Y — K e -

U TBERIHBURA SR RS ) BRSO P BT - BEARREEREERE - FEIEKR
BRI - FARRS PIUEZENE SRS

FHH OH S ¥ H Shatin, N.-T. Hong Kong - # &% Tel : (852) 3943 7394 - [l 3 f# ¥ Fax : (852) 2603 5149
¥ E-mail : ics@cuhk.edu.hk - #g il Website : www.ics.cuhk.edu.hk



A

iR oh B SO B S i

Institute of Chinese Studies - The Chinese University of Hong Kong INSTITUTE OF CHINESE STUDIES

Abstract
Professor Jao Tsung-i’s scholarship covered a remarkably wide range of fields. In addition to

palacography and textual studies, he devoted sustained attention to archaeological materials
from Lingnan, particularly new discoveries from Hong Kong, Macao, and the Chaoshan region.
He also participated in the study and presentation of these materials. His work contributed to
the development of archaeology in Hong Kong and across Lingnan and brought the

archaeological discoveries of these regions to the attention of a wider scholarly community.

Since the twentieth century, the earth has continued to yield its treasures. New archaeological
materials have emerged in great numbers, continually reshaping scholarly understanding of
early Chinese history. Rereading Professor Jao’s writings on archaeology today allows us to
consider how scholars of his generation responded to this growing body of evidence and how
it broadened both the evidential basis and geographical horizons of research on ancient Chinese

history.

This lecture focuses on Professor Jao’s study of excavated objects and examines how he
approached the relationship between Lingnan and the Central Plains from Hong Kong, Macao,
and Chaoshan—regions that might once have appeared distant from the Central Plains. In his
work, Lingnan was not a remote region isolated from the history of ancient China, but an
important part of understanding regional interactions and the formation of early China. From
this perspective, Professor Jao’s work did more than supplement local histories: it also expanded

the geographical scope of early Chinese history.
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Biography

Professor Lam Weng Cheong is Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology and
the Department of History at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. An archaeologist
specializing in Early China, particularly the Han Empire, his research examines imperial
expansion, interregional connectivity, and the movement of commodities, technologies, and
people across ancient China. Combining archaeological fieldwork with scientific analysis, he
has conducted research in Shaanxi, Guangdong, Hunan, and Yunnan, investigating iron
production, metal exchange, craft specialization, and economic organization in both the
imperial heartland and the southern frontiers. He is the author of Connectivity, Imperialism, and
the Han Iron Industry (Routledge, 2022) and co-author of The Archaeology of Han China. His
current research explores how local communities, frontier societies, and regional networks

shaped broader processes of interaction, exchange, and social change in Early China.
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