T OAS ES AL BE SR E|E|

Institute of Chinese Studies - The Chinese University of Hong Kong INSTITUTE OF CHINESE STUDIES

SRR B SRR — RS
Lecture Series in Honour of Professor Jao Tsung-i:
Reflection and Truth in Jao’s Scholarship

S$—55 Lecture 1
12.9.2026 EHA/N | Sat

BERRBERVES AR —B (EFEEE) /P
Professor Jao Tsung-i’s Studies of History of Early Daoism: With a Focus on the
Xiang’er Commentary to Laozi

5% Speaker : EERZFZ Professor LAI Chi Tim
A RS R B T b e 8%
Research Professor, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies, CUHK
A¥fE] Time : EA410:30 & 14 12:00 (_ B4 10:00 HfFE7EEL)
10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (Tea reception starts at 10:00 a.m.)
HEE Venue : T ORI PR [ A 4 SR
L T4, 2/F, Yasumoto International Academic Park, CUHK
ZE= Language : i Esh
BT

ATHEIEBEE SR o LA A HEREERIREER (1917-2018) HFRHTEHE TR (E 178
FE) HINTFERERE S AT ERR - S8R LAt iR ARy (BB SR AR KENE
g CETERE) BEE) (1956) H <<<%¥*QE1§}E> Bae) (1991) Ryl - iBHIEbT
FLEiL ~ BN A R AR BRIt PR

CETEEF) BRERBEHIE—AAEEREE (EEL) R > BTt
FHAEFUR SRR EUE AR E SR - PR ILEYIEE (The British Museum ) - A 1907
FEHHITIHA L (Dr. Marc Aurel Stein,1862-1943 ) s faZlVEUEH A (- FELKAEHEH
) G > HoFBrEE > EHEMEEA (GEEL) HIMER - BESREHEETTY 1956 4
HIRZ B A RS [HiE—AEm N EZESCRMEEN M e HEHE R AR
HEARERHIEE -

sHIERFAE— 203 > BRI <<%¥*QEI§/3£>> E’Jﬁﬂnjﬁlﬁﬁaiﬁﬁifﬁlﬁf [lEpesins

=HEREAVRIEEE] 5 0 DU EMGIE FE A (S M - 1 1956 AP IEE -

£ 1991 FEEHRIAITUHCRM AL <<<%¥*EE§/3§> g /H—IT’EK{% WAE T — 5 i
EEOURNAE S - R FRIEZE ~ B FUEE S B EECURIA It E T A -

VTSRS R ST ) T SO SO LESERT B SRR e - TR A
BEREHRER R - BEAZIEVIIES NS EEE S

FHH OH S ¥ H Shatin, N.-T. Hong Kong - # &% Tel : (852) 3943 7394 - [l 3 f# ¥ Fax : (852) 2603 5149
¥ E-mail : ics@cuhk.edu.hk - #g il Website : www.ics.cuhk.edu.hk



‘#\ﬂﬁlt At

iR oh B SO B S i

Institute of Chinese Studies - The Chinese University of Hong Kong INSTITUTE OF CHINESE STUDIES

A8 | RF R S BE A AT IS Kﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬂ% HE g EAN e R PRI E -
MBS R Ry BEAR A A B R - B8R LURERE Y SRRl ~ R ag B AR oA
R AR E TR T R AT E R P I REAITE 5 > Badh T EBCURT e T H o JE
N7 E AR e -

Abstract

This lecture examines Professor Jao Tsung-I’s (1917-2018) scholarship in and contributions to
Daoist studies through his Xiang’er Commentary to the Laozi (Laozi Xiang 'er zhu &1 FEFR
F; hereinafter referred to as the “Commentary”), a foundational scripture of early Daoism.
Focusing on his two seminal works—Dunhuang Liuchao xieben Zhang Tianshi Daoling zhu
Laozi Xiang'er zhu jiaojian ZUENHRARRAKEEREE (ZTEHE) K= (Emended
subcommentary of the Dunhuang manuscript of Heavenly Master Zhang Daoling’s
Commentary; 1956) and his monumental Laozi Xiang er zhu jiaozheng { ZFHTEHE) 58
(1991)—this lecture explores the starting point of his research, the methodology he employed,

and how his textual collation and analysis reshaped the historical studies of Daoism.

The Commentary was the annotated edition of the Daodejing #E{E4% used by Eastern Han
Daoist followers of the Celestial Master sect under the Zhengyi school, which makes it an
essential text for the investigation of early Daoist history and thoughts. Surviving only as a
fragmentary manuscript, the text was discovered in Dunhuang and brought to London in 1907
by Dr. Marc Aurel Stein (1862-1943). Collected now at the British Museum, the manuscript
differs markedly from other extant Tang manuscript versions of the Daodejing in terms of
format, as its commentary is incorporated in-line along with the scriptural text. Professor Jao’s
1956 subcommentary of this manuscript, thus, contributed to bringing this long-lost text to light
again, while highlighting its key significance as a unique window into the earliest development
of Daoist thoughts.

This lecture will further argue that Professor Jao’s work on the Commentary went beyond a
one-off compilation in 1956, but entailed over three decades of continuous review, emendation,
and revision, as well as discussions and exchanges with scholars such as Yang Lien-sheng,
which culminated in the 1991 publication of his seminal title. His work not only recovered a
major Daoist text for the world, but also laid the key foundation for subsequent scholarship in

early Daoism and the philological studies of Dunhuang Daoist manuscripts.

Through a review of Professor Jao’s research and approach, this lecture will discuss his

contributions and place in the development of twentieth-century Daoist studies. A departure
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from the more general approach seen in early narratives of Daoist historical studies, Prof. Jao’s
work showcases his meticulous textual collation, rigorous investigation into the variant versions,
and perceptive analysis in the development of its thoughts, which successfully elevated early
Daoist scriptures into a worthy subject of scholarly inquiry, opening new horizons in the textual

studies of Daoism and establishing a more systematic paradigm in Daoist Studies.
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Biography

Professor Lai Chi Tim received his Ph.D. from the Divinity School at the University of Chicago.
He is Research Professor of Daoist Studies in the Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. He also serves as Director of the Centre for Studies
of Daoist Culture and Honorary Senior Research Fellow of the Institute of Chinese Studies. His
research interests include Western hermeneutics and theories of religious studies, Daoist
liturgies, and the history of Daoism in Guangdong. In recent years, he has been working on the
construction of the “Daoist Digital Museum” (http://dao.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/digitalmuseum/). He
1s the author of 4 Complete Collection of Stele Inscriptions in Hong Kong Temples: Historical
Records with Images (2023) and Guangdong Local Daoism: Daoist Temple, Master, and Ritual
(2007), etc. He has also edited Companion to The Essentials of the Daoist Canon (3 vols., 2021),
Daoism in Hong Kong and South China (2005), etc.
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