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Jao Tsung-I Visiting Professor Public Lecture 2024
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Research Fellow & Honorary Director, Institute of Historical Texts and Manuscripts,
The Palace Museum, Beijing
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Professor Jao Tsung-1

Professor the Honourable Jao Tsung-I, GBM, was a world-renowned scholar in Chinese
and Oriental Studies, as.well as an eminent artist and writer. His over four decades of close
ties with The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) culminated in his esteemed
positions as Wei Lun Honorary Professor of Fine Arts, Emeritus Professor of the
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, and the Honorary Adviser of the Institute
of Chinese Studies (ICS) at the University. Throughout his academic life, Professor Jao
contributed immensely to promoting Chinese culture through academic and cultural
exchanges between China and the West. In 1973, Professor Jao joined CUHK as Chair
Professor and Head of the Department of Chinese Language and Literature. Over the years, -
he generously donated a significant quantity of books, paintings, and calligraphic works to
CUHK. His invaluable advice and leadership in research also contributed significantly to
the academic development of the University. In 1988, ICS established the CHinese ANcient
Texts (CHANT) Database. Led by Professor Jao, the CHANT project was awarded grants
from the Research Grants Council of the Hong Kong Government in 1994 and 1996 to
develop databases of oracular inscriptions and of excavated wood/bamboo and silk scripts.
Professor Jao was conferred a Doctor of Literature, honoris causa, by CUHK in 2003.



58 3% WS 5 ) 2R N G

FBPSOREH1963FAIRES - —HBUINASCER K AL GBI IIESE - 3 D&
HIsAB B SCAL 2o R i » 201 35-15 BER B M LR AN RN F; - EAKE
JA TR SCAL W SE T oL | BRI R ER A GHE ) o BUEHEIIR S B H 2B BB %
£ » 120055 RIL DA » FE<5 (R ME e P B S AL - STt It SE K SF

LR B AR G — A e T BUSAL I 58 LA B R BN B E BRI Se e 22
Mot Fe ~ 22 K R IR Y - DU e v G 75 B 00 28 O B L) » BRFh Bl 1T 1
- WRFEETTRER - MUREIER o S)E - BANMRSEEBE ERBUE BRI A -

-Jao Tsung-I Visiting Professorship Scheme

The Chinese University of Hong Kong has positioned itself as a leading institution for the
modernization and promulgation of Chinese culture through studies in the humanities and
social sciences since its inception in 1963. In 2013, with the support from Professor Jao
Tsung-I and his family, CUHK set up the Visiting Professorship Scheme (the Scheme)
under ICS and named this Scheme after the esteemed Professor. Meanwhile, the Scheme
also received generous support from the GS Charity Foundation, which was established in
2005 and has supported the promotion of Chinese culture ever since.

Through this Scheme, ICS invites a renowned scholar in Chinese studies for academic
research and scholarly exchange every year. It is hoped that the Jao Tsung-I Visiting
Professor will inspire the younger generation and further promote Chinese culture. This
year, it is our great honour to welcome Professor Wang Su as the Jao Tsung-1 Visiting
Professor.
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Professor Wang Su enrolled in the School of History at Wuhan University in 1977 and
received his master’s degree in 1981. He subsequently worked at the Research Centre of
Chinese Ancient Texts and the Research Institute of Chinese Cultural Relics (now China
Academy of Cultural Heritage) under the National Cultural Heritage Administration.
Professor Wang is the Honorary Director of Institute of Historical Texts and Manuscripts
and a Research Fellow at The Palace Museum, Beijing. Additionally, he serves as a
Professor and doctoral supervisor at the University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
as well as a committee member of Paleography and Chinese Civilization Inheritance and
Development Program. Throughout his distinguished career, Professor Wang has been
widely recognised for his contributions. He was named a National-Level Expert in 1992,
awarded the Government Special Allowance since 1993, and selected as an Expert by the
Organization Department of the CPC Central Committee in 2005.
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Professor Wang Su has been devoted to the compilation and research of unearthed texts, as
_ well as the study of the Forbidden City. He was involved in or in charge of the compilation
of several unearthed texts, including Tulufan chutu wenshu (Documents Unearthed in
Turpan), Xin Zhongguo chutu muzhi (Funerary Inscriptions Unearthed in New China),
Changsha Dongpailou Donghan jian du (Changsha Dongpailou Eastern Han Bamboo
Slips), Changsha Zoumalou Sanguo Wu jian (Changsha Zoumalou Sanguo Wu Bamboo
-Slips), and Gugong bowuyuan cang Yinxu jiaguwen (Collection of Oracle-Bone
‘Inscriptions of Yin Ruins at The Palace Museum). The first four works mentioned above
received the National Book Award and the Chinese Government Award for Publishing,
which rendered Professor Wang the scholar with the most national-level book awards and
the widest range of work in the field of unearthed text compilations across the country.
* Among his nineteen monographs, Gaochang shigao: Tongzhi bian (A Draft History of the
Gaochang Kingdom: Section on Governance) and Gaochang shigao: Jiaotong bian (A
Draft History of the Gaochang Kingdom: Section on Transportation) fill gaps in the writing
of local dynastic history in China.
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Jao Tsung-I Visiting Professor Public Lecture 2024
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Categories and Values of Unearthed Texts
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Date: 15 November 2024 (Friday)
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The Most Elegant Musical Instrument: :
- Gugqin Collection at The Palace Museum
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Categories and Values of Unearthed Texts

Unearthed Chinese ancient texts are a crucial area of study in Philology and have
garnered significant scholarly ‘attention since the pioneering efforts of scholars
such as Wang Guowei (FE[H#E), Chen Yinque (JfiFi1%), and Jao Tsung-1 (f5%
[ifi) . However, this has not always been the case at the national level. In the Instruc-
tion on Compiling Chinese Ancient Documents, issued by the CPC Central
Committee in 1981, unearthed ancient texts were notably absent from the agenda.
Forty years later, in 2022, the Guidelines on Advancing Work Related to Ancient
Chinese Texts in the New Era, jointly issued by the General Office of the CPC
Central Committee and the General Office of the State Council, called for “a speed-
ing up of the publication and utilisation of research findings on unearthed ancient
texts.” This lecture will explore and evaluate the categories, significance, and
current state of research on these unearthed texts.
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The Most Elegant Musical Instrument:
Gugqin Collection of The Palace Museum

The gugin, also known as gin or the Chinese zither, is the most revered of all
Chinese musical instruments and is regarded the epitome of elegance in the

~ Chinese literati culture. It stands out not only for its refined artistry but also for its

esteemed position within the circle of Chinese literati. As-the poet Ouyang Xiu
reflected in his “Playing the Qin on the River”: “Though the sound of the.qin is
tangible, who can truly hear its spirit?”” While the gugin itself exists in the material
world and is played for personal enjoyment, its spirit transcends into the spiritual
realm and embodies deep cultural significance. The Palace Museum boasts an
unrivalled collection of gugin, both in quality and quantity, which reflects the rich
and profound cultural heritage surrounding this ancient instrument.

This lecture will begin by exploring the relationship between the imperial court and
the gugin. It will then introduce unearthed gugin and contémporary gugin, as well
as the extensive collection housed at The Palace Museum and the cultural legacy it
represents. The discussion will also highlight the renowned gugin master, Ye
Shimeng (¥E:%$2F) , from the Beijing gugin circle, as well as notable inheritors such
as Robert Hans van Gulik, Jao Tsung-I (8#52[8H) , and Zheng Minzhong (BfFR ) .
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Past Visiting Professors

2014
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Professor Nils Goran David MALMQVIST
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Renowned Swedish Sinologist :
Member, Selection Committee of Nobel Prize in Literature
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“On Popular Poetry of the Tang Period”
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Professor Léon VANDERMEERSCH
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Former Member, Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres,

Institut de France
Former Director, Ecole Frangaise d’Extréme-Orient (EFEO)
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“Memories of My Relations with My Laoshi Jao Tsung-1”
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Professor YUAN Xingpei
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Professor of Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
Director of Faculty of Humanities, Dean of Institute of
Traditional Chinese Culture, Director of International
Academy for China Studies, and Editor-in-chief of Studies in
Sinology at Peking University
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“The Possibilities and Limits of a Genre Lyrical Pictures from the Ming”

\




2017

Professor CHOU Hung-hsiang
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Professor Emeritus, Department of Asian Languages and
Cultures, University of California, Los Angeles
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“Studying under Professor Jao Tsung-I: A Vague, Yet
Clear Memory”
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Professor GE Zhaoguang
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Professor, National Institute for Advanced Humanistic

Studies and the Department of History, Fudan University,
Shanghai
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Professor. Edward L. SHAUGHNESSY
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Lorraine J. and Herrlee G. Creel Distinguished Service
Professor of Early Chinese Studies, Department of East Asian
Languages and Civilizations, The University of Chicago
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“Translating the Shi Jing (Classic' of Poetry): The
Case of ‘Guan Ju’”
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Institute of Chinese Studies

The Institute of Chinese Studies (ICS) was established in 1967 on the basis of a broad
concept of Chinese Studies, with missions to encourage -comprehensive and comparative
research into the multifarious Chinese culture and to advance academic excellence in the
field both locally and abroad. The Institute centres itself around the idea of an international
academic community through its constant communication and exchange with other
researchers and institutions of Chinese Studies across the world, as well as its various
scholarly publications and conferences. '

Under the Institute of Chinese Studies are the T. T. Ng Chinese Language Research Centre, .

the Research Centre for Contemporary Chinese Culture, the D. C. Lau Research Centre for
Chinese Ancient Texts, and the Research Programme for Lingnan Culture, each of which
maintains its own academic programmes and publication activities. The Institute also
collaborates with external academic partners and there are two affiliated units: the Chiang
Ching-kuo Foundation Asia-Pacific Centre for Chinese Studies (CCK-APC) and the Ecole
frangaise d’Extréme-Orient (EFEO).

Periodicals and book series published by the Institute and its various units include the /CS
Bulletin, Journal of Chinese Studies, Studies in Chinese Linguistics, Current Research in
Chinese Linguistics, Twenty-First Century, Research Programme for Lingnan Culture
E-Newsletter, the Pre-Han and Han Concordance Series, the Six Dynasties Concordance
Series, and the CHANT (CHinese ANcient Texts) Series. Two key digital repositories have
also been established at the Institute: the CHANT Database and the Digital Repository of
Rare Books, Calligraphy, and Paintings of Guangdong Literati and Gentry from the Ming
Dynasty to the Republican Era.
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