"EEUEERESR | AR RS 2025—— AL ¢ ERHERiEE R
Humans and Deities Connected Through Celebrations: Festivals and Customs in
Lingnan, Public Lecture Series on “Lingnan Culture and the World” 2025

ERNILEIEE KBRS SORE P B SR &
Jointly organised by Hong Kong Public Libraries and Institute of Chinese Studies, CUHK

FT—# Lecture 1

25.10.2025 | FLH/5 Saturday

10:30 a.m. — 12:00 noon

E AL EEREH T EEEE Lecture Theatre, G/F, Hong Kong Central Library

BGEIREFT Professor LAI Chi Tim
H AP IR RSRA 5 4
Department of Cultural and Religious Studies, CUHK

BT R ERER
Celebrating Festivals and Divine Birthdays Through Daoist Rituals in Hong Kong Temples
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Local temples in Hong Kong, despite serving as religious sites where worshippers make offerings to deities, are open
to everyone regardless of religious belief. All visitors are welcome to pay homage, seek divine blessings, and engage in
celebrations of divine birthdays and rituals to share with deities the joy of these ceremonies.

Temple keepers, known as sizhu &]{Ji or miaozhu JE{, do not lead large-scale, collective rituals, such as celebrations
of divine birthdays. Instead, they invite external “hearth-dwelling” (huoju X J&) Daoist masters from the School of
Orthodox Unity or adepts of Daoist altars from the School of Complete Perfection to officiate such ceremonies. Similarly,
the Jiao Festival rituals held in villages in the New Territories are entrusted to these Daoist practitioners and conducted
in accordance with Daoist ritual protocols. This lecture focuses on divine birthday celebrations and ritual practices in
local Hong Kong temples, exploring the ritual traditions and protocols these ceremonies follow, and the roles that Daoist
rituals play in temple beliefs.
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Biography

Professor Lai received his Ph.D. from the Divinity School at the University of Chicago. He is Professor of Daoist Studies
in the Department of Cultural and Religious Studies at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. He also serves as Director
of the Centre for Studies of Daoist Culture and Executive Associate Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies. His
research interests include Western hermeneutics and theories of religious studies, Daoist liturgies, and the history of
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Daoism in Guangdong. In recent years, he has been working on the construction of the “Daoist Digital Museum”
(http://dao.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/digitalmuseum/). He is the author of 4 Complete Collection of Stele Inscriptions in Hong
Kong Temples: Historical Records with Images (2023) and Guangdong Local Daoism: Daoist Temple, Master, and
Ritual (2007), etc. He has also edited Companion to The Essentials of the Daoist Canon (3 vols., 2021), Daoism in Hong

Kong and South China (2005), etc.



